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ABSTRACT
Since MOI promoted NGIS in 1990, maintaining a national geographic database became a
government task. The acquisition, maintenance, data dissimilation and application of
geographic data, formed a network of information flow. With increasing activities, the layers
of upstream, middle-stream, and downstream can be identified in this flow. The marketplace
of geographic data is a network composed of government suppliers, commercial suppliers,
value-added intermediaries, and users. Because the geographic data dissemination policy is
the original power of promoting NGIS, government agencies must play a leading role in

building value chain and supply chain of geographic data, and monitoring the activities of
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geographic data as a part of the economic activities of national resource flow.

The variety of geographic data applications has expanded rapidly with the advent of
geographic information systems. In the United States, the diversity of products and services
is increasing and two dominant business models have emerged: all rights are sold to the
purchaser but the vendor retains the right to use the work, or rights are retained by the vendor
but customers are allowed to use the data under a license. These developments under the rule
of eternal of maximum benefit have been accompanied by increased use of licensing as an

alternative to the outright sale of the data and data products. This research focused on the GIS

value chain and strategies of products licensing and suggest for the future.
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